
7KH HLVWRU\ RI CDQQDELV RHJXODWLRQ 

1890

BriWiVh ph\Vician John RXVVell Re\noldV
ZriWeV in TKe LaQceW:b'When pXre and
adminiVWered carefXll\, [cannabiV] iV one
of Whe moVW YalXable medicineV Ze
poVVeVV.'

GURZLQJ PHGLFDO XVHV RI

FDQQDELV

1894-1895

7KH IQGLDQ HHPS DUXJV

CRPPLVVLRQ RHSRUW
The reporW makeV ke\ recommendaWionV
inclXding: 'ToWal prohibiWion of Whe
cXlWiYaWion of Whe hemp planW for
narcoWicV and of Whe manXfacWXre, Vale,
or XVe of Whe drXgV deriYed from iW, iV
neiWher neceVVar\ nor e[pedienW in
conVideraWion of Wheir aVcerWained
effecWV, of Whe preYalence of Whe habiW of
XVing Whem, of Whe Vocial and religioXV
feeling on Whe VXbjecW, and of Whe
poVVibiliW\ of iWV driYing Whe conVXmerV Wo
haYe recoXrVe Wo oWher VWimXlanWV or
narcoWicV Zhich ma\ be more
deleWerioXV' (VolXme 1, ChapWer XVΔΔΔ,
para 740). ΔWV recommendaWionV Zere
ignored b\ Whe inWernaWional commXniW\.

1925

AW Whe Second ΔnWernaWional OpiXm
ConYenWion, aW Whe reqXeVW of Eg\pW, Whe
conference formall\ decideV 'Δndian
hemp' iV aV addicWiYe and dangeroXV aV
opiXm and VhoXld be WreaWed
accordingl\.

CDQQDELV SODFHG XQGHU

OLPLWHG UHJLPH RI

LQWHUQDWLRQDO FRQWURO

1937

Under Whe acW, cannabiV remainV legal aW
a federal leYel, bXW commercial dealerV
are noZ Wa[ed. EYen minor procedXral
YiolaWionV coXld reVXlW in a fine of Xp Wo
$2000 and fiYe \earV impriVonmenW. 

7KH MDULMXDQD 7D[ AFW RI

1937 (86)

1937

NRQ-PHGLFDO XVH RI

FDQQDELV SURKLELWHG LQ 46

RXW RI WKH WKHQ 48 86 VWDWHV 

1961

8QLWHG NDWLRQV 6LQJOH

CRQYHQWLRQ RQ NDUFRWLF

DUXJV
The conYenWion makeV cannabiV
prohibiWion WrXl\ global. 154 member
VWaWeV haYe raWified Whe conYenWion Vince
iW ZaV adopWed. CannabiV iV inclXded in
Whe VWricWeVW VchedXle ΔV of Whe 1961
Single ConYenWion on NarcoWic DrXgV.
CannabiV iV prohibiWed for 'prodXcWion,
manXfacWXre, e[porW and imporW of,
Wrade in, poVVeVVion or XVe, e[cepW for
amoXnWV Zhich be neceVVar\ for medical
and VcienWific reVearch onl\.'

1961

1928

APHQGPHQW WR WKH 1920

DDQJHURXV DUXJV AFW (8K)
The amendmenW addV cannabiV (planW
maWerial, reVin and oil) Wo Whe AcW'V liVW of
VXbVWanceV and makeV poVVeVVion of Whe
drXg an offence. OWher EXropean
coXnWrieV folloZ, inclXding Whe
NeWherlandV and German\. 

1928

1967

'7KH LHJDOLVH PRW RDOO\' LQ

H\GH PDUN, LRQGRQ (8K)

1963-64

7KH VWUXFWXUHV RI WKH WZR

NH\ DFWLYH FRPSRQHQWV RI

FDQQDELV DUH LVRODWHG DQG

V\QWKHVLVHG IRU WKH ILUVW

WLPH
Cannabidiol (CBD) and
TeWrah\drocannabinol (THC) are iVolaWed,
and Wheir VWrXcWXreV eVWabliVhed and
V\nWheViVed. CBD in 1963 and THC in
1964.



The rall\ iV accompanied b\ an
adYerWiVemenW in TKe TLPeV. The
campaign VWaWeV: 'The laZ againVW
marijXana iV immoral in principle and
XnZorkable in pracWice.' 65 VignaWorieV Wo
Whe peWiWion inclXde The BeaWleV, Nobel
LaXreaWe FranciV Crick, R.D. Laing and
Graham Greene.

1971

86 PUHVLGHQW NL[RQ

GHFODUHV ':DU RQ DUXJV'
PreVidenW Ni[on declareV a 'War on
DrXgV', VWaWing WhaW drXg abXVe iV 'pXblic
enem\ nXmber one'. To fXrWher Whe
'offenViYe' Ni[on reqXeVWV $155 million in
neZ fXndV bringing Whe WoWal amoXnW for
Whe drXg abXVe bXdgeW Wo e350 million.
FolloZing WhiV, Whe Vi]e and preVence of
federal drXg conWrol agencieV
dramaWicall\ increaVeV.

1971

8QLWHG NDWLRQV CRQYHQWLRQ

RQ PV\FKRWURSLF 6XEVWDQFHV
THC iV inclXded in Whe 1971 ConYenWion
on PV\choWropic SXbVWanceV aV parW of
an aWWempW Wo bring Xnder inWernaWional
conWrol pV\choacWiYe VXbVWanceV WhaW
had noW been inclXded in Whe 1961
Single ConYenWion.

1971

MLVXVH RI DUXJV AFW 1971

(8K)
The neZ acW broadl\ WranVlaWeV Whe UN
VchedXling V\VWem inWo UK domeVWic laZ,
alVo creaWing a hierarch\ of criminal
penalWieV for differenW drXgV nominall\
relaWed Wo relaWiYe riVkV. Similar domeVWic
legiVlaWion emergeV acroVV mXch of Whe
Zorld. 
 

1973 - 1975

11 86 VWDWHV GHFULPLQDOLVH

WKH SHUVRQDO SRVVHVVLRQ RI

FDQQDELV
Oregon iV Whe firVW US SWaWe Wo make Whe
moYe Wo decriminaliVe Whe poVVeVVion of
cannabiV in 1973. FolloZed b\ AlaVka,
California, Colorado and Ohio in 1975,
MinneVoWa in 1976, MiVViVVippi, NeZ York
and NorWh Carolina in 1977 and
NebraVka in 1978. No oWher VWaWe ZoXld
moYe Wo decriminaliVe cannabiV XnWil
2001.

86 PUHVLGHQW JLPP\ CDUWHU

HQGRUVHV GHFULPLQDOLVDWLRQ

RI FDQQDELV
PreVidenW CarWer endorVeV legiVlaWion Wo
end criminal penalWieV for Whe poVVeVVion
of non-medical cannabiV for perVonal
XVe. HoZeYer, CarWer doeVnȇW propoVe
an\ adminiVWraWiYe legiVlaWion and leaYeV
iW Xp Wo each indiYidXal VWaWe Wo decide
on Wheir laZV. Federal laZ mainWainV a
penalW\ of one \ear in priVon, a $5000
fine, or boWh, for poVVeVVion of cannabiV.

1977

1976

7ROHUDWHG FDQQDELV 'CRIIHH

6KRS' PRGHO HPHUJHV LQ WKH

NHWKHUODQGV
AfWer a change in Whe OpiXm AcW in 1976
adXlW ValeV of cannabiV from coffee
VhopV are WoleraWed Xnder cerWain
condiWionV. Parado[icall\, prodXcWion
and VXppl\ of cannabiV Wo Whe coffee
VhopV remain illegal/XnregXlaWed.

1986

 7HOHYLVHG 'JXVW 6D\ NR'

DGGUHVV IURP 86 PUHVLGHQW

RRQDOG RHDJDQ DQG NDQF\

RHDJDQ, LQFOXGHV WKH XVH RI

FDQQDELV

1992

86 PUHVLGHQWLDO CDQGLGDWH

BLOO COLQWRQ DGPLWV WR KDYLQJ

XVHG FDQQDELV
When elecWed in 1993, PreVidenW ClinWon
becomeV Whe firVW US preVidenW Wo haYe
admiWWed Wo Whe XVe of cannabiV.

1994

 6SDQLVK SXEOLF SURVHFXWRU

HVWDEOLVKHV KRPH JURZLQJ

RI FDQQDELV IRU SHUVRQDO XVH

QRW FULPLQDOLVHG



The Barcelona-baVed AVociaciµn Ramµn
SanWoV de EVWXdioV Sobre el CannabiV
(ARSEC) ZroWe Wo Whe SpaniVh pXblic
proVecXWor aVking if iW ZoXld be
conVidered a crime for a groXp of adXlW
XVerV Wo groZ cannabiV. When Whe
proVecXWor reVpondV WhaW in principle
WhiV iV noW a criminal behaYioXr, 97
memberV of ARSEC each planW WZo
cannabiV planWV for perVonal
conVXmpWion. The crop iV confiVcaWed
bXW Whe proYincial coXrW acqXiWV WhoVe
inYolYed before Whe VXpreme coXrW rXleV
Whe cXlWiYaWion of cannabiV aV dangeroXV.
ThiV VeWV a precedenW for Whe SpaniVh
CannabiV Social ClXb moYemenW.

:HO UHSRUW ILQGV FDQQDELV

OHVV VHULRXV SXEOLF KHDOWK

ULVN WKDQ DOFRKRO DQG

WREDFFR
The World HealWh OrganiVaWion (WHO)
conclXdeV in a reporW ȆA ComparaWiYe
AppraiVal of Whe HealWh and PV\chological
ConVeqXenceV of Alcohol, CannabiV,
NicoWine and OpiaWe UVeȇ WhaW 'on e[iVWing
paWWernV of XVe, cannabiV poVeV a mXch
leVV VerioXV pXblic healWh problem Whan iV
cXrrenWl\ poVed b\ alcohol and Wobacco in
WeVWern VocieWieV.'

1995

7KH PROLFH FRXQGDWLRQ

RHSRUW RQ WKH MLVXVH RI

DUXJV AFW 1971 FDOOV IRU

UHFODVVLILFDWLRQ RI FDQQDELV

IURP CODVV B WR CODVV C (8K)
ȆSome drXgV VhoXld be reclaVVified Vo
WhaW Whe claVVeV proYide a more accXraWe
hierarch\ of harm and commenVXraWe
VancWionV. We recommend Whe folloZing:
CannabiV from B Wo C [...] The poZer of
arreVW ZoXld no longer appl\ Wo offenceV
of poVVeVVion of cannabiV.'

2000

2004

8K GRYHUQPHQW GRZQJUDGHV

FDQQDELV IURP CODVV B WR

CODVV C XQGHU WKH MLVXVH RI

DUXJV AFW
The deciVion folloZV a recommendaWion
from Whe GoYernmenWȇV independenW
e[perW adYiVor\ coXncil (ACMD).

CLWL]HQV YRWH WR OHJDOLVH

FDQQDELV LQ WZR 86 VWDWHV
Δn a hiVWoric VWep, Colorado and
WaVhingWon SWaWe become Whe firVW
jXriVdicWionV in Whe Zorld Wo legaliVe and
regXlaWe Whe poVVeVVion/XVe, prodXcWion
and adXlW acceVV ValeV of cannabiV for
non-medical XVe.

2012

2006

8QLWHG NDWLRQV OIILFH RQ

DUXJV DQG CULPH ':RUOG

DUXJ RHSRUW' RQ CDQQDELV
ȆThe Zorld haV failed Wo come Wo WermV
ZiWh cannabiV aV a drXg. Δn Vome
coXnWrieV, cannabiV XVe and Wrafficking
are Waken Yer\ VerioXVl\, Zhile in oWherV,
Whe\ are YirWXall\ ignored [...] EiWher Whe
gap beWZeen Whe leWWer and VpiriW of Whe
Single ConYenWion, Vo manifeVW ZiWh
cannabiV, needV Wo be bridged, or parWieV
Wo Whe ConYenWion need Wo diVcXVV re-
defining Whe VWaWXV of cannabiV.ȇ

8UXJXD\ OHJDOO\ UHJXODWHV

FDQQDELV
UrXgXa\ paVVeV a bill making iW Whe firVW
naWion VWaWe in Whe Zorld Wo legall\
regXlaWe Whe prodXcWion and VXppl\ of
cannabiV for non-medical XVe.

2013

2014

7KUHH PRUH 86 MXULVGLFWLRQV

- AODVND, OUHJRQ DQG

:DVKLQJWRQ DC - YRWH WR

OHJDOLVH QRQ-PHGLFDO

FDQQDELV

2015

JDPDLFD GHFULPLQDOLVHV

FDQQDELV
Each hoXVehold iV permiWWed Wo groZ fiYe
cannabiV planWV and Whe RaVWafarian
commXniW\ iV alloZed Wo XVe cannabiV in
Wheir religioXV pracWice.

8K GRYHUQPHQW XSJUDGHV

FDQQDELV EDFN WR CODVV B

XQGHU WKH MLVXVH RI DUXJV

AFW

2009

FRXU PRUH 86 VWDWHV YRWH WR

OHJDOLVH FDQQDELV IRU QRQ-

20162016

86 DHPRFUDWLF PDUW\ DGRSWV

FDQQDELV OHJDOLVDWLRQ RQ LWV

The deciVion iV made againVW Whe adYice of
Whe GoYernmenW'V oZn e[perW adYiVor\
coXncil (ACMD).



ASULO, 2018

PULPH MLQLVWHU RI AQWLJXD

DQG BDUEXGD, GDVWRQ

BURZQH DSRORJLVHV IRU

FDQQDELV SURKLELWLRQ
GaVWon BroZne iV Whe firVW head of VWaWe
Wo noW onl\ endorVe Whe legal regXlaWion
of cannabiV bXW alVo apologiVe for
cannabiV prohibiWion and callV for
reparaWionV for Whe RaVWafarian
commXniW\.

FRUPHU OHDGHU RI WKH 8K

CRQVHUYDWLYH SDUW\ FDOOV IRU

OHJDOLVDWLRQ RI FDQQDELV
William HagXe callV for legal regXlaWion of
cannabiV, deVcribing Whe cXrrenW UK drXg
laZV aV ȆinappropriaWeȇ.

JXQH, 2018

7KH CDQDGLDQ GRYHUQPHQW

OHJDOO\ UHJXODWHV FDQQDELV

IRU QRQ-PHGLFDO XVH
Canada becomeV Whe Vecond coXnWr\
afWer UrXgXa\, and Whe firVW major G7
econom\ Wo legall\ regXlaWe cannabiV.

OFWREHU, 2018

7KH 86 VWDWHV RI 9HUPRQW

DQG MLFKLJDQ OHJDOLVH

FDQQDELV IRU QRQ-PHGLFDO

XVH
ThiV bringV Whe WoWal of US legaliVaWion
VWaWeV Wo 10, aV Zell aV Whe ciW\
WaVhingWon DC. VermonW iV Whe firVW US
VWaWe Wo paVV cannabiV reform WhroXgh a
legiVlaWiYe proceVV raWher Whan a balloW
iniWiaWiYe.

OFWREHU, 2018

LX[HPERXUJ DQQRXQFHV

SODQV WR OHJDOO\ UHJXODWH

FDQQDELV
LX[emboXrgȇV healWh miniVWer confirmV
planV Wo be Whe firVW EXropean coXnWr\ Wo
legall\ regXlaWe non-medical cannabiV.
'AfWer decadeV of repreVViYe policieV, Ze
haYe acknoZledged WhaW WhiV polic\ doeV
noW Zork, WhaW iW did noW meeW
e[pecWaWionV.ȇ

AXJXVW, 2019

CDQQDELV UHVFKHGXOH XQGHU

8K ODZ WR DOORZ OLPLWHG

PHGLFDO SUHVFULELQJ

NRYHPEHU 2018

MD\, 2019

IOOLQRLV YRWHV WR OHJDOO\

UHJXODWH FDQQDELV IRU QRQ-

PHGLFDO XVH

OFWREHU, 2019

MH[LFDQ 6XSUHPH CRXUW

UXOHG SURKLELWLRQ RI

FDQQDELV XQFRQVWLWXWLRQDO
Me[icoȇV SXpreme CoXrW rXleV Whe
coXnWr\ȇV prohibiWion of cannabiV
XnconVWiWXWional, VWaWing iW YiolaWeV Whe
ȆfXndamenWal righW Wo Whe deYelopmenW
of perVonaliW\.ȇ AV Whe fifWh VXch
jXdgemenW, Xnder Me[ican laZ, WhiV noZ
meanV WhaW iW iV binding on all jXdgeV
naWionall\ - effecWiYel\ (de facWo) legaliVing
Whe perVonal XVe, poVVeVVion, priYaWe
cXlWiYaWion, and Vharing of cannabiV
among adXlWV.

PHGLFDO XVH
California, Maine, MaVVachXVeWWV and
NeYada YoWe Wo legaliVe cannabiV for
adXlW, non-medical XVe b\ balloW.

The parW\ callV for a 'reaVoned paWhZa\ Wo
fXWXre legali]aWion' of cannabiV and for Whe
drXg Wo be doZngraded from SchedXle 1
of Whe ConWrolled SXbVWanceV AcW.

RIILFLDO SROLF\ SODWIRUP

11 US VWaWeV haYe noZ moYed Wo legall\
regXlaWe cannabiV for non-medical adXlW
XVe.

7KH CRQVWLWXWLRQDO CRXUW RI

6RXWK AIULFD UXOHV WKH

FULPLQDOLVDWLRQ RI FDQQDELV

XQFRQVWLWXWLRQDO
The coXrW XpholdV a jXdgemenW WhaW Whe
criminaliVaWion of Whe perVonal XVe and
cXlWiYaWion of non-medical cannabiV b\
adXlWV ZaV XnconVWiWXWional. ΔW doeV noW,
hoZeYer, affecW laZV goYerning Whe Wrade,
XVe, or poVVeVVion of cannabiV in pXblic.

6HSWHPEHU, 2019

DHFHPEHU, 2019

NHZ =HDODQG GRYHUQPHQW

UHOHDVHV WKH GUDIW CDQQDELV

LHJDOLVDWLRQ DQG CRQWURO BLOO

WR EH YRWHG RQ LQ D

UHIHUHQGXP LQ 2020
'B\ making Whe referendXm qXeVWionV
and Whe iniWial drafW CannabiV
LegaliVaWion and ConWrol Bill aYailable
earl\, Whe inWenWion iV Wo encoXrage
pXblic aZareneVV and diVcXVVion.'

Δf \oX ZoXld like Wo receiYe referenceV for WhiV
Wimeline pleaVe conWacW EVWer KincoYa, ReVearch
and Polic\ Officer: eVWer@WranVformdrXgV.org


